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Community Bank Fremantle, a franchise
of Bendigo Bank, stands as a beacon of
community-driven success and shared
prosperity. Established in 2006 by
Fremantle locals, this for-profit social
enterprise has redefined banking by
channelling its profits back into the heart
of the Fremantle community. With over
230 local shareholders, Community Bank
Fremantle has demonstrated a steadfast
commitment to enriching local lives,
supporting arts, sports, and youth
initiatives and contributing over $1.1 million
back to schools, clubs, and community
groups like The Wetlands Centre Cockburn.

The Bank’s involvement with the Centre
signifies more than just sponsorship of
the WA Wetlands Conference, Seminars
or School Programs— it represents a
partnership grounded in mutual respect
for the environment and a commitment
to achieve this through sustainable
community development. This
collaboration highlights the critical role
of local enterprises in championing
environmental causes and underscores
the bank's dedication to fostering a
deeper understanding and appreciation
of our wetlands as vital components of
our ecological and community fabric.

TheWetlands Centre proudly acknowledges Community Bank Fremantle as
theCommunity Patron of our Life Long Learning and Education Programme.
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“I JUST LOVE TO SIT ON THE RIVERBANK AND WATCH THE CRANES FLY IN,  
WAVE AFTER WAVE AGAINST A GLORIOUS SUNSET, TO HEAR THEIR ANCIENT WILD 
CALLS – IT IS SOMETHING QUITE SPECIAL. IT REMINDS ME OF THE POWER OF  
NATURE. AND AS THE RED SUN SINKS BELOW THE TREES ON THE OPPOSITE BANK,  
A GRAY, FEATHERED BLANKET GRADUALLY SPREADS OVER THE WHOLE SURFACE 
OF THE SHALLOW RIVER AS THE BIRDS LAND FOR THE NIGHT, AND THEIR ANCIENT 
VOICES ARE SILENCED.”

WorldWetlandsDay.org - #CelebratingWetlands - #WetlandsandCulturalHeritage

– Jane Goodall

























WETLANDS AND CLIMATE REGULATION

“WITHOUT URGENT INVESTMENT IN THESE SYSTEMS, CLIMATE GOALS WILL REMAIN OUT OF REACH.”

WETLANDS ARE VITAL ALLIES IN THE FIGHT AGAINST CLIMATE CHANGE AND DISASTER RISK.

• Different types of wetlands act in different ways before, during and after disasters
to help lessen their impact and enable communities to bounce back.

• Blue carbon ecosystems – specifically coastal wetlands such as mangroves,
seagrasses and salt marshes – continuously take up atmospheric carbon dioxide
and store large amounts in soils and sediments. They also buffer coastlines from
rising sea levels and storm surges.

• Traditional burning techniques, seasonal migrations and land-use patterns are
examples of climate-smart practices deeply embedded in cultural knowledge.

• Practices such as pruning, weeding, reseeding and traditional burning have
helped maintain wetlands, secure access to culturally important plant species,
and prevent large-scale fires.

• The restoration gap for peatlands and mangroves alone has been estimated at
$316 billion by 2050 and for coastal wetlands, between $27 and $37 billion annually.

• Restoring and protecting blue carbon ecosystems is a powerful, nature-based way
to mitigate and adapt to climate change.

– Convention on Wetlands

WorldWetlandsDay.org - #CelebratingWetlands - #WetlandsandCulturalHeritage



WETLANDS, CULTURE, RECREATION AND EDUCATION 

“FROM PREHISTORIC TIMES, MANY HUNDREDS OF 
GENERATIONS OF PEOPLE HAVE SETTLED IN AND 
AROUND WETLANDS, OFTEN TRANSFORMING THEIR 
WETLANDS INTO CULTURAL LANDSCAPES IN WHICH 
NATURAL AND HUMAN-MADE ELEMENTS ARE 
UNIQUELY COMBINED. THESE LANDSCAPES 
ARE LIVING RECORDS OF HUMAN OCCUPATION 
AND REPRESENT AN INVALUABLE CULTURAL AND 
HISTORICAL HERITAGE.”

CULTURAL KNOWLEDGE OF WETLANDS CONSTITUTES A COLLECTIVE LEGACY FOR TODAY’S SOCIETIES.

• Nearly all Ramsar Sites provide cultural ecosystem services (CES), and over half have spiritual 
and inspirational values.

• A global systematic review of published papers found evidence of CES provided by wetlands 
in 175 countries and territories. Recreation/tourism was the most frequently reported CES (40%), 
followed by cultural identity/heritage (16%) and education/learning/knowledge (13%).

• Across cultures, wetlands are seen as cultural landscapes embedded in identity, art and spirituality. 
Many communities consider wetlands sacred, home to ancestral spirits or ceremonial sites. 
Songs, dances, festivals and oral traditions often center on wetland life and cycles.

• Wetlands often serve as informal classrooms where elders pass on ecological knowledge 
to younger generations.

• The profound and rapid social and economic transformations that have taken place during recent 
decades have increasingly threatened the adequate preservation of the cultural heritage that is 
typical of wetlands in many parts of the world.

INDIGENOUS KNOWLEDGE SYSTEMS AND A MORE HOLISTIC UNDERSTANDING OF ECOSYSTEM CHANGE  

The Whangamarino Wetland, one of New Zealand’s seven Ramsar Sites, is of immense cultural significance to the Indigenous 

People of the area, the iwi (tribe) of Waikato and local communities.

For the Waikato-Tainui, wetlands are living organs, keepers of genealogies, and a source of cultural identity and nourishment. 

They use environmental signs and seasonal knowledge derived from centuries of observation encoded in lunar calendars and 

seasonal changes to detect ecosystem change. 

For example, the first appearance of migrating eels (tuna heke) demonstrates wetland vitality and hydrology. In 2018, 

Waikato-Tainui elders (kaumatua) observed a three-week delay in eel migration due to disrupted hydrological cues, 

providing early warning of a significant water quality issue before changes were detected by technical experts conducting 

field monitoring.

For further information see https://www.doc.govt.nz/our-work/freshwater-restoration.

– Convention on Wetlands

WorldWetlandsDay.org - #CelebratingWetlands - #WetlandsandCulturalHeritage



WETLANDS, HEALTHY ECOSYSTEMS AND BIODIVERSITY

“VALUING, CONSERVING, RESTORING 
AND FINANCING WETLANDS IS NO 
LONGER OPTIONAL – IT IS ESSENTIAL 
TO SECURING THE FOUNDATIONS OF LIFE 
ON EARTH.”  

LIFE THRIVES IN WETLANDS.

• Wetlands are rich reservoirs of biodiversity – with 40% of the world’s plant and animal species depending on them.

• Traditional knowledge includes ecological monitoring through signs in flora and fauna, rotational harvesting and 
taboos that protect certain species or areas. These culturally rooted practices have helped maintain ecological 
balance and resilience, ensuring that wetlands continue to thrive for both people and wildlife.

• Wetland dependent species such as fish, waterbirds and turtles are in serious decline, with 25% threatened 
with extinction. Since 1970, 81% of inland wetland species populations and 36% of coastal and marine species 
have declined. 

• A pivotal moment for global ecosystem restoration and conservation was the adoption of the Kunming-Montreal 
Global Biodiversity Framework in December 2022. The agreement contained four goals and 23 targets to halt and 
reverse biodiversity loss by 2030 across terrestrial, inland water, coastal and marine ecosystems, focusing on are-
as important for biodiversity and ecosystem services, including wetlands.

• The Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework aligns with the strategic goals of the Convention on 
Wetlands and provides ambitious targets for restoration and conservation of inland water, coastal and marine 
ecosystems, which apply to wetlands, including: restore at least 30% of all degraded ecosystems; conserve at 
least 30% of land, waters and seas in protected areas and other effective area-based conservation measures;  
and restore, maintain and enhance nature’s contributions to people.

REGIONAL FLYWAY INITIATIVE 

The Regional Flyway Initiative (RFI) in East Asia was launched in 2021 to mobilize $3 billion in innovative and blended financing 

over ten years to protect, restore and manage a network of priority wetland ecosystems along the East Asian-Australasian 

Flyway. 

The East Asian-Australasian migratory waterbird flyway supports 50 million migratory waterbirds from over 250 different 

populations. However, its wetlands are threatened and 36 of the migratory waterbird species are now globally threatened. 

The RFI was created in partnership between the Asian Development Bank, the East Asian-Australasian Flyway Partnership, 

and Birdlife International. The initiative is grounded in science and followed a rigorous site selection process that has identified 

the 147 highest priority sites for migratory birds within participating countries. Having identified these sites, the RFI has 

consulted with participating governments to further refine the list of sites so a minimum of 50 early projects can be developed. 

For further information, see https://eaaflyway.net/regional-flyway-initiative/. 

– Global Wetland Outlook 2025

WorldWetlandsDay.org - #CelebratingWetlands - #WetlandsandCulturalHeritage



WETLANDS AND INDIGENOUS PEOPLES 

“MANY INDIGENOUS PEOPLES HAVE 
DEVELOPED THEIR CULTURES BASED ON 
THE INTERACTIONS WITH WETLANDS 
AND WATER – OUR WAYS OF LIFE, OUR 
CULTURAL EXPRESSIONS AND OUR 
VALUE SYSTEMS ARE DEEPLY CONNECTED 
TO THOSE ECOSYSTEMS.”

INDIGENOUS STEWARDSHIP OF WETLANDS IS ESSENTIAL TO THE FUTURE OF THESE LIFE-SUSTAINING ECOSYSTEMS.

• Indigenous peoples have coexisted with wetlands for thousands of years, developing rich  
traditional ecological knowledge that reflects a connection with the land and water.

• This holistic knowledge encompasses scientific insight and ethical and spiritual values;  
often, wetlands under stewardship of Indigenous Peoples are in better health.

• Given that the wetlands protected under the Convention on Wetlands cover about 
257,994,728 hectares – an area larger than Mexico – Ramsar Sites overlap with the territories 
and lands of numerous Indigenous Peoples and local communities.

• Although Indigenous Peoples make up only about 6% of the world’s population, they are  
critical contributors to safeguarding our planet’s remaining biodiversity.

• The degradation of wetlands in some regions impacts human rights to a healthy environment, 
especially for Indigenous Peoples and local communities whose cultural identities, traditional 
knowledge systems and livelihoods are intricately tied to these ecosystems.

• Respecting and integrating Indigenous stewardship and knowledge systems in wetland 
conservation is just and essential for effective, inclusive and lasting solutions.

CONSERVATION OF THE TANA RIVER DELTA RAMSAR SITE IN KENYA

The local community holds valuable knowledge for the conservation of the Tana River Delta Ramsar Site. Their council 

of elders have over the centuries been responsible for the management of watering points, sacred sites and shrines. 

The council of elders have been recognized in the Tana River Delta Ramsar Site management plan and identified as 

key players in the management of these sites. By recognizing and involving these local structures and Indigenous 

knowledge, conflict over the use of watering points has been avoided and the local sacred sites and the shrines have 

been conserved. Moreover, Indigenous knowledge has also been integrated into the management of other resources, 

including the forests, wildlife and flood plains.

– Dr. Mariam Wallet Aboubakrine,  
Former Chair of the United Nations Permanent 

Forum on Indigenous IssuesWorldWetlandsDay.org - #CelebratingWetlands - #WetlandsandCulturalHeritage





WETLANDS, JOB CREATION AND UPSKILLING

“THE BENEFITS OF WETLANDS EXTEND WELL BEYOND THE ENVIRONMENT— 
THEY ARE ALSO ECONOMIC POWERHOUSES.”

THESE PRODUCTIVE ECOSYSTEMS ARE IMPORTANT LOCAL SOURCES FOR JOB CREATION.

• Wetlands contribute significantly to job creation by offering opportunities that often draw 
on traditional knowledge systems that have guided sustainable practices for centuries.

• These richly biodiverse ecosystems generate employment through tourism and recreational 
activities rooted in cultural heritage, while also providing platforms for research and scientific 
exploration.

• Job creation and upskilling opportunities include training in wetland rehabilitation and 
management, tourism and recreational benefits, and research opportunities.

• Wetlands sustain 266 million jobs in wetland tourism and travel. There is significant potential for 
a large proportion of this tourism to be based on ecotourism and to be sustainable with visitors’ 
fees and ecotourism-related income providing much needed income to local communities.

• Wetland landscapes are characterized by the outstanding beauty, density and diversity of their 
fauna and flora and often by their rich cultural diversity. These combined characteristics have led 
to growing interest in the development of cultural and experiential tourism.

• Integrating wetland conservation into tourism planning ensures that the tourism sector 
contributes positively to both people and nature – safeguarding the natural and cultural heritage 
that makes destinations unique.

– Dr. Musonda Mumba, Secretary General of the Convention on Wetlands

WorldWetlandsDay.org - #CelebratingWetlands - #WetlandsandCulturalHeritage



WETLANDS AND LIVELIHOODS 

“IMAGINE A SENEGALESE WOMAN HARVESTING 
WATER LILIES TO MAKE A TASTY LOCAL DELICACY 
OR A BOATMAN IN THE SUNDARBANS DELIVERING 
GOODS THROUGH MARSHY WATERS, SERVING AS 
THE ONLY METHOD OF TRANSPORTATION FOR LOCAL 
COMMUNITIES. IF WETLANDS DISAPPEAR, SO DO 
THESE JOBS – AND MANY OTHERS.”

THE CONSERVATION AND WISE USE OF WETLANDS ARE CRITICAL TO SUSTAINABLE LIVELIHOODS. 

• Wetlands support people globally through fishing, farming, handicraft and medicinal 
resources.

• These livelihoods often are tied to cultural identity and are based on knowledge passed 
down through generations.

• From papyrus weaving in Africa to rice farming in Asia’s floodplains, traditional practices 
reflect a deep understanding of wetland dynamics.

• About one in eight people depend on wetlands for their livelihoods – more than a billion  
people worldwide.

• Ongoing wetland loss harms biodiversity and worsens poverty. We must act to protect 
wetlands while creating opportunities for sustainable livelihoods that benefit both people 
and nature.

• A key challenge is to change mindsets to encourage governments and communities to value 
and prioritize wetlands. Such efforts must include a people-centered approach to understanding 
the needs and vulnerabilities of those whose livelihoods depend on these ecosystems.

WETLANDS AND LIVELIHOODS IN THE SAVELUGU MUNICIPALITY, GHANA

A study of three wetlands and four nearby communities in Ghana’s Northern Region found that wetlands were  

critical resources for livelihoods and food security.

Among respondents, 79% felt their households were food secure, and of those, 73% credited wetland resources.

Fertile soil for agriculture and tree nursery development, fish for food, and income from the sale of wetland-related  

products were the key contributions of wetlands to their food security.

– Dr. Musonda Mumba, Secretary General of the 
Convention on Wetlands

WorldWetlandsDay.org - #CelebratingWetlands - #WetlandsandCulturalHeritage



WETLANDS AND WATER RESOURCES 

“THE STORIES OF THESE WOMEN 
COLLECTIVELY EXEMPLIFY THE TRANS-
FORMATIVE POWER UNLEASHED WHEN 
WOMEN AND GIRLS, INCLUDING 
INDIGENOUS WOMEN, ARE SUPPORTED 
AND EMPOWERED TO LEAD IN THE 
CONSERVATION OF WETLANDS.”

THESE THREATENED ECOSYSTEMS ARE CRUCIAL FOR WATER SECURITY.

• Less than 1% of Earth’s freshwater is usable and most of that is contained in wetlands,  
including about a third in rivers and lakes.

• Globally, 2 billion people – 26% of the population – do not have safe drinking water, and 
two-to-three billion experience water shortages for at least one month per year. The global 
urban population facing water scarcity is projected to jump to 1.7–2.4 billion people by 2050.

• Traditional knowledge systems have long guided how communities protect and manage 
water in wetlands.

• The silt-rich soil and abundant plant vegetation of wetlands act like water filters, absorbing 
harmful toxins, agricultural pesticides and industrial waste.

• Wetlands play a key role in the global hydrological cycle by changing how water moves in 
and through landscapes and seascapes. Their degradation and destruction disrupt this cycle, 
posing risks to global and regional water systems.

ONE OF THE 2025 WOMEN CHANGEMAKERS IN THE WORLD OF WETLANDS  

Raised by the shores of Lake Titicaca in Bolivia, Rosa Jalja grew to understand that the lake was more than water, 

it represented life, memory and identity. She witnessed the lake’s waters sustain her community, only to see them be-

come more polluted over the years. Refusing to stand by, she became a radio journalist and activist, using her voice 

to defend its future. As a founding member of Mujeres Unidas en Defensa del Agua, she mobilizes women to restore, 

protect and advocate for the lake. Through storytelling and action, Rosa is preserving both Titicaca’s waters and the 

ancestral wisdom they hold for her children and future generations.

– Dr. Musonda Mumba, Secretary General 
of the Convention 

Thanks to funding from the Government of Canada, the Secretariat is documenting the stories of women and wetlands. When women also are in 
leadership, conservation strategies do not just protect wetlands; they protect future generations and the ecosystems they depend on.

WorldWetlandsDay.org - #CelebratingWetlands - #WetlandsandCulturalHeritage



Wegratefully acknowledge the generous support of all our sponsors, whose commitment makes theWAWetlandsConference 2026 possible.ommitment makes theWAWW WetlandsConference 2026 possible.


